








Decisions of the Commissioner of Education 


BY CHARLES A. 


Cases involving appeals from actions at dis- 
trict and from rulings of district 
superintendents and boards education are 
included in the following summary of recent 


meetings 
of 


decisions of the Commissioner of Education. 
Case No. 

The spoiiiens 
trict superintendent to reestablish each of two 
districts which were consolidated in 1923. The 


in this case petitioned the dis- 


superintendent refused to issue such an order. 


The Commissioner said: 

The present state policy is not directed 
toward the reestablishment of small units of 
administration. There is nothing in the record 
to indicate that the educational facilities would 
be of any higher standard if the districts were 
separated. Nor is there anything to indicate 
that the cost would be lessened. As a matter 
of fact, long experience has shown that it is 
much more costly for two districts with two 
sets of officers to function than it is for these 
same districts to operate, consolidated, with a 
single unit of administration. For ten years 
this district has functioned successfully with 
a larger unit of administration and in my 
opinion such arrangement should not be dis- 
turbed in the absence of some good reason 
therefor. The only reason advanced by the 
appellant is to the effect that pupils can not 
conveniently travel from one part of the dis- 
trict to another, and that it has been necessary 
to maintain separate schools. Where branch 
schools are maintained as above indicated, this 
difficulty is not very material. 

Case No. 3384 

Upon an appeal from an election, it was held 
that temporary absence from a district does not 
deprive electors of their voting residence in the 
district. 

Case No. 3385 

Appellant who had resigned and later had 
been reinstated in a teaching position insisted 
upon an appeal that he should receive the same 
salary that he had received when he resigned. 

Held: There is nothing in the Education 
Law providing for reinstatement of teachers. 


BRIND JR, 


DIRECTOR, LAW DIVISION 


After having filed 


a resignation in 


a teacher leaves the system, 
course, he has no legal 
right to be reinstated. If the 
only in the 
of The 
can make rules and regulations, 
done in New York City, 
circumstances 


due 
is to be 
of the 
education 


teacher 
discretion 
of 


as 


reinstated, it is 


board education. board 


has been 
to outline a procedure 
and the under which it will 
reinstate employes who merit such considera- 
There is no obligation on the part of 
to teacher 
more than the salary 
into the 
and conse- 


be 


tion. 
the 
is reinstated any 
for a 
unless a by-law provides 
appellant’s 
entitled to the same 
receiving when he resigned, 


board education pay a who 


schedule 
provides new entrant system, 
otherwise, 

that he 


salary which 


quently claim should 


he was 
secured after sev- 
eral years of service, has no legal basis. 
Case No. 3386 

Upon an appeal from the action of a school 
the establishment of a central 


it was held: 


meeting for 
school district, 

Appellants’ claim that some voters were mis- 
led because of wrong information which they 
say they received from various sources is not 

legal basis upon which to attack the organ- 
ization of a central district. Nor can it be 
said that efforts on the part of partisans to 
secure the attendance of voters at the meeting 
by sending automobiles for them or otherwise 
is any basis to predicate illegality to the action 
taken at the meeting. 

Case No. 3389 

Upon an appeal from the refusal of the 
board of examiners of New York City to 
recommend that appellant be granted a license 
to teach bookkeeping in the junior high schools 
of such city, it was held: 

The rule has been established over a long 
period of years that the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation will not substitute his judgment for that 
of the board of examiners on matters relating 
to the licensing of ee for positions in 
the city schools of New York; that it is neces- 
sary in order that a prima facie case be estab- 
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lished that the candidates show some evidence 
of malice, bad faith or gross error. 


It was held also that appellant was guilty 
of laches. Where candidates wish to avail 
themselves of appeal to the Commissioner they 
must proceed expeditiously. After a lapse of 
time, it can not be expected that the board of 
examiners, with thousands of 
through its hands, will be in a position to pre- 
determination 


cases passing 


sent a fair explanation of its 
upon a particular candidate especially where the 
complaint is based not upon the record but upon 
allegations of malice, bad faith or gross error. 
To remember conversations and incidents occur- 
ring during many months and in this case years 
before is not practical. 
Case No. 3395 

Appellant after serving in the city of Buffalo 
for some years resigned in 1924 under a by-law 
then existing to the effect that teachers who 
married may no longer continue in the system. 
The Commissioner pointed out that while it is 
true that sometime after this teacher resigned 
it was determined upon a legal proceeding that 
a by-law discriminating against married women 
was invalid, nevertheless appellant should have 
brought her own proceeding in 1924 to test 
the validity of the by-law. <A _ proceeding 
brought in 1935 to test it is laches. 
Case No. 3396 

Upon a proceeding for the 
board of education, it was held that members 


removal of a 


of boards of education are not subject to 


removal for alleged misjudgment. <A_ wilful 


violation of law must be shown. 
Case No. 3398 

Upon an appeal from the action of a school 
meeting in designating a site, it was held that 
the elimination of various sites by “informal 
ballots ” illegal, such ballots having 
no legal status. The site actually designated 
was properly designated upon a formal resolu- 
tion by ballot. 

It was held further that it is for the voters 
Education to 


was not 


and not the Commissioner of 
select a site upon which a building should be 
erected, and as long as the site thus selected 
is proper the action designating it may not be 
set aside upon an appeal. 
Case No. 3406 

Upon an appeal from the refusal of the board 
of education to provide transportation, it was 
held: “ Where a district meeting adopts a reso- 
lution directing its representative, the board of 
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education, specifically to provide certain facili- 
ties within its power to authorize such board 
is bound by that resolution.” 

Case No. 3407 

Appellant insisted that the zoning in the city 
of Rochester for the attendance of children at 
various schools created an educational hardship 
upon his child. The Commissioner held: 

The board of education of this city has the 
power to zone. When the zones are established, 
pupils must attend the school in which they 
are legal residents. There is no legal reason 
why the board of education in a proper case 
may not permit a child to attend outside of 
his zone, but this is a matter which is wholly 
discretionary with the board. In so doing, 
however, the board would need to have a rule 
which would be applicable to all pupils and 
not discriminatory. The board has adopted a 
rule and appears to be following it. 
Case No. 3410 

This is an appeal by a teacher 
refusal of the board of education to recognize 
her contract. It appeared that after the then 
trustee had entered into a contract with appel 
lant a new trustee was elected and he pro- 
ceeded to hire another teacher. 

Held that nevertheless the contract made by 
the first trustee with appellant was valid and 
that the district was obligated in damages to 
pay the total amount called for in the contract 
together with interest thereon. There was no 
evidence indicating any mitigation of damages. 


from the 


—-—=()— _ 


Director of Attendance 
Honors Ardsley Pupils 


have not 
were 


Buttons awarded to pupils who 
been tardy at school in 
presented by Charles L. Mosher, Director of 
the Attendance and Child Accounting Division 
of the Department, at a meeting in Ardsley on 
April 14th. Promptness and regularity of at- 
tendance have been emphasized in the Ardsley 
school for a long time by Principal Arthur 
W. Silliman. He has done this successfully 
by helping pupils to see the basic importance 
of promptness and regularity and they have 


seven years 


responded remarkably. 





-O-——- 


The new Kendall Central Rural School was 
dedicated on April 23d.. The principal address 
was given by Ray P. Snyder, Director of the 
Rural Education Division of the Department. 

















BULLETIN TO THE SCHOOLS 


Several Changes in Superintendencies Reported 


Several appointments of new superintendents 
of schools in New York State have recently 
been reported to the Department. 


The Yonkers board of 
pointed Dr William Ward Ankenbrand superin- 
Dr Lamont F. 
resigned a Doctor 
Ankenbrand will enter upon his duties about 
July 15th. At New Rochelle, Herold C. Hunt 
has been appointed superintendent to succeed 
Clifford S. Bragdon, 
resignation, effective at the end of the present 
school year. Frank R. Wassung, who has been 
superintendent of schools at Norwich, has re- 
superin- 


education has ap- 


tendent of schools to succeed 


Hodge, who year ago. 


who has submitted his 


signed that position to accept the 
tendency at Garden City, where Winfield A. 
Townsend has resigned, effective at the end 
of the present school year. Wallace J. Braman 
will retire at the end of the present year as 
superintendent of schools at Dansville and will 
be succeeded by Lewis W. Bradley. W. G. 
Morgan, now principal of the Little Valley 
High School, has been appointed superintendent 
at Owego, to succeed Dr Orlie M. Clem at the 
Carlyle C. Ring will 
leave the at Little Falls to 
become superintendent at New Britain, Conn. 


Dr William Ward 
come superintendent at Yonkers was graduated 
from West Virginia Wesleyan Academy and 
attended West Virginia Wesleyan College and 
Marietta College, receiving his bachelor’s degree 
from the latter institution in 1920. He received 
his master’s degree in 1924 at Ohio State Uni- 
versity and has also taken postgraduate work 
at New York University. He comes to New 
York State from the superintendency at Rock- 
ford, Ill., after 14 years’ experience as teacher, 


end of the school year. 
superintendency 


Ankenbrand, who will be- 


principal and superintendent in Ohio and Illinois 
schools, and two years’ experience as a member 
of the Illinois State 
Teachers College. 


faculty of the Eastern 

The new superintendent at New Rochelle, 
Herold C. 
at Holland, 
master’s 


Hunt, obtained his early education 
Mich., 


degrees at the 


earned his bachelor’s 


University of 


and 
and 
Michigan. He _ has 
work at the University 
degree of doctor of philosophy. 
superintendent of schools at Kalamazoo, Mich., 
since 1934. Prior to that he was instructor in 


completed the graduate 
of Chicago for the 


He has been 


history at Hastings, Mich., and principal and 
superintendent at St John’s, Mich. 
Superintendent Wassung has been connected 
with the Norwich schools since 1915, when he 
was named principal of the high school. In 
1919 he was elected superintendent of schools. 
He is a graduate of the Johnstown High School 
and Hamilton going to 
Norwich was principal at Albion. He has been 


College, and before 


active in state educational affairs. 

W. G. Morgan, who will become principal 
at Owego, has been principal at Little Valley 
since 1932. He previously taught at Machias 
and South Dayton. 

The new superintendent at Dansville, Lewis 
W. Bradley, is at present principal at Marion. 


He is a graduate of St Lawrence University. 


——9—_— 


Westchester County 
Supervisory Districts Reduced 
The number of supervisory districts in West- 
chester county was reduced to two by order of 
Commissioner of Frank P. 
on May Ist. This action taken 
to section 381 of the Education Law, as added 
1933, 


Education Department to survey the field in a 


Education Graves 


was pursuant 


by the Laws of which authorized the 
county whenever a vacancy occurs in the office 
of district superintendent of schools and to re- 
district the county if it is determined that the 
continuance of the existing number of super- 
visory districts is no longer necessary to serve 
interests of the 


adequately the educational 


county. A vacancy recently occurred in West- 
chester county through the retirement of Robert 
D. Knapp, superintendent of the first district. 

The order of the Commissioner of Education 
organizes the towns of Westchester county as 
first district: towns of Bedford, Cort- 
New Castle, North Salem, 
Ridge, Somers, Yorktown; 
Eastchester, Green- 


follows : 
landt, 
Ossining, 


Lewishoro, 
Pound 
second district: towns of 
burg, Harrison, Mamaroneck, Mount Pleasant, 
North Castle, Pelham, Scarsdale, Rye. 

who has been superin- 


George H. Covey, 


in the former third district, is 


district, and Thomas J. 


tendent super- 
intendent of the first 


Wagner is superintendent in the second district 
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Black Ink Sketch by Frank Litto, 


Prise in This Group and « 


Weiffenbach is his teacher. 


New York Pupils Win Art and Writing Prizes 


A number of New York State pupils won 
honors for distinguished work in arts and crafts 
in competition conducted by Scholastic, national 
high school weekly magazine. More than 12,000 
pupils from all parts of the country entered 
work for this year’s awards and only a few 
hundred were chosen to receive national recog- 
nition. Their work will be placed on exhibit 
in the Fine Arts Galleries of Carnegie Institute 
in Pittsburgh and later will be taken across 
the country as a traveling exhibit. 

New York State prize winners include the 
following : 


George Bellows Memorial Awards 
Colored Inks 
Joseph Lakser, Franklin K. Lane High 
School, Brooklyn, honorable mention, $2.50; 
Chester Jasinski, Port Washington High 


School, honorable mention, $2.50; Edward Nass, 


of Lafayette High School Buffalo, Who Won Third 
Also Won an Art School Scholarship. Elisabeth 
Mont Pleasant High School, Schenectady, 


honorable mention, $2.50 


Design 
Helen Louise Mamoulian, Washington Irving 
High School, New York City, second 
$20; Epoleta Hardy, Girls High 
Brooklyn, honorable mention, $2.50 


prize, 
School, 


Howard Hunt Print 


Edward Nass, Mont Pleasant High School, 
Schenectady, first prize, $30; Simon Frankel, 
Abraham Lincoln High School, Brooklyn, 
honorable mention $2.50; Frank Litto, Lafayette 
High School, Buffalo, honorable mention, $2.50; 
Arnold Bare, Huntington High School, honor- 
able mention, $2.50 


Awards 


Charles M. Higgins’ Awards 
Colored Inks 
Elwood Myers, Newburgh Free Academy, 


honorable mention, set of colored drawing inks 
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Second Prise Winning Design Submitted by 
Helen Louise Mamoulian, Washington Irv- 
ing High School, New York City; Miss 
A. B. Scott, Teacher 

Black Inks 


Frank Litto, Lafayette High School, Buffalo, 


third prize, $10 


Spencerian Drawing Pen Awards 
George Stimak, Binghamton High School, 
honorable mention, pen drawing portfolio; El- 
wood Myers, Newburgh Free Academy, honor- 
able mention, pen drawing portfolio 


American Crayon Company Awards 
Design Applied to Fabrics 
Jeannette Z. Goldfinger, Lafayette High 
School, Buffalo, honorable mention, tempera 
color set 
Design Applied to Mats 
Elwood Eager, Newburgh Free Academy, 
first prize, $20 
Design Applied to Objects 
Betty Leinhart, Newburgh Free Academy, 
honorable mention, tempera color set 


Textiles 
Dorothy Donahue, Paul Hoffman Junior 
High School, New York City, honorable men- 
tion, $2.50 
Higgins’ Mechanical Drawing Awards 
Ralph Baillargeon, Mont Pleasant High 
School, Schenectady, honorable mention, set of 


colored drawing inks; Alexander Saitkowski, 
Mont Pleasant High School, Schenectady, 
honorable mention, set of colored drawing inks 


American Art Clay Company Ceramic Awards 


Willys Zilles, Mont Pleasant High School, 
Schenectady, honorable mention, $2.50 


New York State pupils who won prizes in 
Scholastic’s Tenth National Art Exhibit include 
the following: 


Pictorial Arts 


Donald Ryan, Central High School, Bing- 
hamton; Oscar Liebman, Franklin K. Lane 
High School, Brooklyn; Murray Dale, Abra- 
ham Lincola High School, Brooklyn; Murray 
Horowitz, Abraham Lincoln High School, 
Brooklyn; Sol Sobel, Abraham Lincoln High 
School, Brooklyn; Henry W. Ahrens, Newtown 
High School, Elmhurst; Don Reynolds, New- 
burgh Free Academy; Herbert Simon, Benja- 
min Franklin High School, New York City; 
Norman Cherner, Morris High School, New 
York City; Lillian Gray, Port Richmond High 
School; Nona Haseloff, Olean High School; 
Louis Busse, Ossining High School; Beatrice 
Talmadge, Port Washington High School; 
Franklin Sayles, Mont Pleasant High School, 
Schenectady; Louise Powell, Port Richmond 
High School; Ned Irish, Roosevelt High 
School, Yonkers 











First Prize Blockprint Award for Linoleum 
Prints, by Edward Nass, Mont Pleasant 
High School, Schenectady; Eleanor Har- 
rison, Teacher. This pupil also won a 
scholarship to an art school. 
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Design 
Edith Koliner, Washington Irving High 
School, New York City; Ruth McCann, Wash- 
ington Irving High School, New York City; 
Content Cowperthwait, Mont Pleasant High 
School, Schenectady; Teddy Super, Mont 
Pleasant High School, Schenectady 


Prints 
Sol Sobel, Abraham Lincoln High School, 
Brooklyn 
Pencil 
Corinne Abbott, Babylon High School, 
Martha <A. Plauson, Binghamton High 
School; Murray Dale, Abraham Lincoln High 
School, Brooklyn; George Henry Meyerriecks, 
John Adams High School, New York City; 
Joseph Cascone, Benjamin Franklin High 
School, New York City; George Miliczky, 
North Tonawanda High School 


Black Inks 
Bernard Trembly, Catholic Central High 
School, Troy 
Advertising Art 
Howard Morris, Grover Cleveland High 
School, New York City 
Applied Arts and Crafts 
Regina Knight, Newburgh Free Academy; 
Rose McDermott, Newburgh Free Academy ; 
Dorothy Showell, Newburgh Free Academy ; 
Lois Sterling, Newburgh Free Academy; Mar- 
garet Frantzen, Villa Maria Academy, New 
York City 
Sculpture 
Robert Forsell, A. B. Davis High School, 
Mount Vernon 
The Scholastic’s awards also included cash 
prizes and national recognition to young creative 
writers. Literary awards were won by the fol- 
lowing New York State pupils: 
Poetry 
Hester Ann Corner, Harley School, Roches- 
ter, second prize; Laurette Virginia Pizer, 
Hunter College High School, New York City, 
third prize 
Literary Articles 
Ruth G. Knott, Bronxville High School, 
second prize 
Book Reviews 
Kenyon Roberts, Hudson Falls High School, 
second prize 
This year for the first time Scholastic added 
a third division to the awards, offering prizes 


to pupils for original musical compositions. 
The following high school pupils of New York 
State received prizes and honors in this contest 


Piano Solo 


Jeannette Pequignot, Wadleigh High School 
\nnex, New York City, honorable mention 


Part-Song with Piano Accompaniment 


David Stace Lee, East High School Annex, 
Rochester, honorable mention 


Part-Song without Piano Accompaniment 
Frederick G. Lyman jr, Alexandria Bay 
High School, honorable mention 


Dr Getman Will Visit 
Scandinavian Schools 
Dr Arthur K. Getman, Chief of the Agri- 
cultural Education Bureau of the Department 
and president of the American Vocational 
Association, sailed on May 15th for a tour of 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Finland. He 
represents the American Youth Commission and 
the American Vocational Association, in a 
special study of vocational and technical educa- 
tion services in the Scandinavian countries. 
While abroad he will visit agricultural and 
vocational institutions and folk schools. He 
will return to this country early in July. 


Department Announces New 
Slides on Philippines 
The Visual Instruction Division announces 
the following new sets of slides: 
Set G6-FO The Philippine Islands 23 slides 
Selected specially for the use of classes in ele 
mentary geography The set includes representative 


views of present-day Manila, natives of various 
types, and scenes in town and country. 


Set Fp A The Philippine Islands, General 
36 slides 

This larger set, including all the slides of Sets 

G6-F6 and Fp M and several additional views of 


more popular interest, is designed primarily for the 
use of study clubs and other adult groups. 


Set Fp M_ Manila 12 slides 
An attractive group of recent views of the city 
of Manila. These slides appear in one or both of the 
two preceding sets; borrowers are advised, therefore, 
not to order this set in addition to either one of the 
other sets 
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An Unknown Teacher' 


Unknown to the general public and to fame, 
she served faithfully, devotedly, uncomplain- 
ingly, from day to day. in the sanctuary of her 
classroom, unaffected by 


The noise which men call fame, 
The dross which men call gold.” 


happy in the thought she was chosen not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister. Her aim, the 
welfare of the rising generation; her sustaining 
strength, a noble sense of duty; her reward, the 
approving voice of conscience. 

She “ feels the high, stern-featured beauty 

Of plain devotedness to duty, 

Steadfast and still, nor paid with mortal praise, 

But finding amplest recompense 

For life’s ungarlanded expense 

In work done squarely and unwasted days.” 

These thoughts are prompted by a letter 
recently written to the associate superintendent 
in charge, by a classroom teacher who ‘after 
long and faithful service, earned her honorable 
discharge from the grand-army of the common- 
weal — the teaching corps. 

The letter we publish radiates a beautiful 
spirit. Is such a career commonplace? Only 
in the sense that it is a building-block in the 
structure of the arches of the years that sustain 
our civilization and humanity. 


“A commonplace life we say as we sigh; 

But the commonplace sun in the commonplace sky 
Makes up the commonplace day. 

The moon and the stars are commonplace things 
And the flower that blooms, 

And the bird that sings; 

But dark were the world, and sad our lot 

If the flowers failed and the sun shone not; 

And God, who studies each separate soul 

Out of commonplace lives makes his beautiful whole.” 


Oswatp ScuiocKkow, Historian, 
Brooklyn Teachers Association 


(The Letter) 
My pear Dr 

It is in order, I believe, that I should notify 
you that I am to be retired on February 1, 1937, 
as I reached the age of seventy on October 1, 
1936. 

On January 30, 1937, I will have completed 
forty-three and one-half years of — service, 
eighty-six terms in the classroom. I had a 
sabbatical leave of one term, from February 
first through June, 1929. Forty-three years may 
seem a long time, but to me it has been one 
long, happy day. 


1 Reprinted, with permission, from The Brooklyn 


Many have asked me how I could endure 
forty-three years in the classroom. Dr 
could never understand why I did not take the 
Principal’s examination. The answer is, that 
to me school meant teaching children. I found 
my happiness there The children interested 
me—I was content. Why change? I come 
of a line of school teachers. My grandfather, 

was an Irish schoolmaster in Trim, 
just outside of Dublin. 

I was appointed on November 1, 1893, though 
I taught in the school from September. Up to 
December 9, 1936, I was absent, I believe five 
and one-half days, but never on my own 
account. On December 8, 1936, I had a fall 
and on December 9, I thought the world was 
coming to an end when I found I could not go 
to school. I was obliged to be absent also on 
December 10, and so I had my first experience 
in receiving a refund check for absence 
excused. In April, 1936, I was absent eight 
days, during which time my left eye was oper 
ated upon. Mr one of my five princi 
pals, said once that I was normal in everything 
except that I liked to go to school. 

I am grateful to “little old New York” and 
to its Boards of Education for the opportunity 
to spend my years in serving the children. And 
now that it is all over, I have only one regret 
that it is OVER 

I am grateful to those in authority over me 
Principals, District Superintendents, Associate 
Superintendents and our honored Chief, at the 
top, for their guidance and inspiration. I am 
especially grateful to my present Principal, 
Mr , for making my last two years, years 
of accomplishment and contentment. If I were 
asked to select a reward of merit, I would ask 
to go on with him into his new field 


But reward has been mine, I have scen it in 
the eyes of the children, in the faces of thei 
fathers and mothers. It has come to me in the 
reports of the accomplishments of these boys 
and girls, who are now educators, college pro 
fessors, principals, teachers, clergymen, medical 
men, judges, men in public affairs and in the 
business world. Truly, “the lines have fallen 
for me in pleasant places” and God is never 
outdone in generosity. 


(Signed ) 


Teacher, March 1937. 
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- ° } " . Assistant Commissioner for Secondary Education, 
The University of the State of New York contains illustrations reported by schools from all 
S h | parts of the State, indicating what is being done 
: ~ in the direction of curriculum readjustment and 
Bulletin to the Cnools pupil guidance in terms of the varying needs, the 
mini - widely different abilities and the many worth while 
objectives of adolescent pupils. These illustrations 
: : ° . . . show the type of experimentation which schools are 
Issued semimonthly during the school year by making to improve the service rendered to adoles 
the State Education Department cent groups and in turn to society. It is presented 
as a chi ullenge to the thinking of superintendents, 
—— ———_—— principals and teachers toward greater efforts in 
. realizing the aims of secondary education. 
Cuartes F. ‘Pennie Editor 
—_— Syllabus in Business Subjects: Typewriting 1, 
This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and Shorthand 1 and 2. 10 cents 
educational institutions of the State. To others it will A revision of a previously issued syllabus. 
be mailed postpaid for 50 cents a year, 5 cents for 
single copies. 


Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, Changes in the Occupational Pattern of New 


at the post office at Albany, N. Y., under the act of r Fa > F > . 
August 24, 1912, Acceptance for " mailing at epecial York State. Educational Research Studies, 
rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 1937, No. 2. 40 cents 

October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. A study by Dr Bradford F, Kimball for the 


Educational Research Division, analyzing occupa- 

a tional trends against a background of population 
MAY 15, 1937 trends and pointing out the relation to education. 

The study covers the whole category of occupations 

~ in which the people of New York State engage and 
treats in considerable detail trends of specific occu 

pations in all the occupational divisions. On the 


Department Publications basis of this study certain inferences with respect 


to education are drawn. 


New and revised publications issued recently oe ; ; ; 
Safety Regulations for Drivers and Pupils. 


by the State Education Department include the sind : ; 
ty , This small pamphlet on safety in transporting 
following : pupils was prepared by the Rural Education Divi- 
sion to present regulations on the qualifications of 
Proceedings of the Seventy-second Convocation drivers, “‘The Ten Commandments for Safe 
. a a. . " Driving,” and suggestions for safety instruction in 
of The University of the State of New York. the classroom. 
> . =f > 
illetin 1100. 15 cents — ' . 
Bullet Handbook 37 Summer High Schools. 


Contains the addresses by James Joseph Walsh, 
David Kinley, Walter Lippmann and _ Albert os — . — 
Einstein, delivered at the Convocation of October 15, Handbook 8 art ct. Certificates of Training 


1936, in celebration of the tercentenary of higher ° a See? - Ca a a 
education in America. for Librarians of Public and School Libraries 


The Variability of Children of Different Ages Physical Education Activities for Handicapped 


and Its Relation to School Classification and Children, Physical Education and Recreation, 
Grouping. Bulletin 1101. Educational Re- Book V. 15 cents 
search Studies, 1937, No. 1. 30 cents Prepared by Eleanor C. Dobbins and Ruth Aber 
‘ Ethel L. C i wiianenal nathy, supervisors of physical educ — and recre 
This is a study by Dr Ethel L. Cornell, research ation in the Health and Physical Education Divi- 
associate in the Educational Research Division, of sion, this pamphlet presents material aimed to 
the total range of ability and achievement of chil- enrich the program of physical education for handi 
dren of certain ages, regardless of their grade capped children, particularly those enrolled in 
classification. The object of the study is to show special classes for the physically handicapped. The 
how this range may be used to afford a basis for method employed is to guide the handicapped child 
determining the instructional needs of the pupils. in activities suited to his needs and selected for 
The data are derived from two types of school the purpose of aiding in the correction of his physical 
situation: whole communities, representing _ with defects. Activities are suggested that are normally 
certain limitations all the children of ages 7, 10 interesting to children, and handicaps are consid- 
and 14 in certain villages, small communities or ered only in the selection and adaptation of suitable 
city schools; and supervisory districts, representing activities. 


children of ages 7 to 14 inclusive in a variety of 
rural schools. The records of more than 1200 4 _— 
children are involved in each group. Play and Recreation for Children and Adults, 

Physical Education and Recreation, Book VI. 


School Meetings. Bulletin 1103. Law Pamph- te . 
25 cents 


let 2. 5 cents 
ms a . : This book prepared by Caswell M. Miles, super- 
This revision of Law Pamphlet 2 explains the visor of physical education and recreation in the 
law in regard to annual and special meetings in Health and Physical Education Division, bears the 
common school districts and contains information on subtitle An Educational Program for More Satisfac- 
state aid, transportation, qualifications of electors, tory Living. It aims to assist school authorities in 
duties of trustees-elect, contracting districts and developing more satisfactory preventive and corre 
academic tuition. tive physical education and recreation programs. It 
. . ‘ ‘ - : presents a tentative statement of policies, procedures 
Secondary School Curriculum Readjustments. and activities to meet the widespread demand for 
. E f the educa 

) Oc more adequate leadership in this phase o 
Bulletin 1104. 1 ) cents : tional program, Sugge stions regarding personnel 
Bearing the subtitle, Reaching the Individual and facilities, and activities classified for persons o 


Pupil, this pamphlet by Dr George M. Wiley, both sexes and of different ages are included. 
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Building Plans Approved 


Building plans approved by the School Build- 
ings and Grounds Division of the Department 
include the following: 

Palermo, new elementary school, $31,800; ap- 
proved November 20, 1936 

Baldwin, addition and alterations to Plaza 
Grade School, $119,000; approved February 
11th; addition and alterations to Shubert Grade 
School, $64,000; approved February 11th 

Greenwood, site development for grade and 
high school, $20,759; approved February 13th 

Tarrytown, repairs to plastering and interior 
painting of Washington Irving High School, 
$3809.50; approved March 22d 

Port Chester, retaining walls and ground im- 
provements at Horton School, $32,892; approved 
March 22d 

District 7, Stony Point, Rockland county, 
installation of lighting system, $1443; approved 
March 24th 

Northport, new elementary school, $210,000; 
approved March 25th 

Tully, alterations to bus garage, $12,000; ap- 
proved March 25th 

Second supervisory district of Wyoming 
county, repairs to various schools, $6708; ap- 
approved March 25th 

Oriskany, site development for grade and high 
school, $5002.59, approved March 26th 

Spencer, site development for grade and high 
school, $25,705; approved March 29th 

Chester, site development for grade and high 
school, $11,780.61; approved March 3lst 

East Hampton, changes to heating system in 
high school, $6000; approved April Ist 

Pine Plains, site development for grade and 
high school, $7470.05; approved April 5th 

Brighton, athletic field for high school, 
$11,215.57; approved April 5th 

Hudson, site development for Chancellor 
Livingston High School, $12,997; approved 
April 14th 

Poughkeepsie, conversion of Lincoln School 
into trade school, $7500; approved April 14th 

Marion, addition and alterations to grade 
school, $75,000; approved April 14th 

Garden City, painting interior and exterior 
of grade and high school buildings, $1567; ap- 
proved April 15th 

Corning, District 9, addition and alterations 
to high school, $100,000; approved April 16th 


East Herkimer, new fire escape for grade 
school, $395; approved April 17th 

Draper School, Schenectady, addition and 
remodeling, $115,000; approved April 22d 

Haverstraw, grounds development for grade 
and high school, $13,173; approved April 21st 

Endicott, addition and alterations to North 
Side Grade School, $175,000; approved April 
23d 

Ossining, grounds improvements to Roosevelt 
Grade School, $30,582; approved April 23d 

Port Chester, grounds improvements to vari- 
ous schools, $21,648.60; approved April 24th 

Malverne, repairs to several schools, $2489; 
approved April 28th 

Troupsburg, site development for grade and 
high school, $15,403.50; approved April 28th 

Beacon, interior and exterior painting of 
several schools, $4575.44; approved May 4th 

Oxford, acoustical treatment to present build- 
ing, $2862; approved May 4th 

East Springfield, completion of agricultural 
classroom and shop for grade and high school, 
$500; approved May 7th 


Former Superintendent Knapp 
Honored on Retirement 


A testimonial dinner for Robert D. Knapp, 
who retired in January as superintendent of 
schools of the first supervisory district of West- 
chester county, was held on May 10th in Peek- 
skill. Teachers, principals and members of the 
boards of education of the district paid honor 
to the former superintendent. Among the 
speakers were Ray P. Snyder, Director of the 
Rural Education Division of the Department; 
Enos Lee, president of the Yorktown board of 
education, representing the school trustees; 
Frank G. Lindsey, principal of the Hendrick 
Hudson High School in Montrose, representing 
teachers and principals; and LeRoy Lucy, vice 
principal of the Hendrick Hudson High School 
and president of the organization in the district 
known as “ Knapp’s Men.” 


Dr Frederick C. Ferry, president of Hamilton 
College, has submitted his resignation to take 
effect February 1, 1938, when he will have 
reached the retirement age. 








186 THE UNIVERSITY OF 


THE STATE OF 


NEW YORK 


Current Books on Education 


Compiled hy Vew York State Library 


Beale, H. K. Are American 
\n analysis of restraints upon the freedom 
being 


teachers free? 


of teaching in American schools, 
part 12 of the Report of the Commission 
on the Social Studies of the American 
Historical 1936. 


$3.50 


Association. Scribner. 


“From every point of view this was a_ hard 
hook to write hard to gather the evidence, 
hard to estimate its validity, to organize it intelli 


hard indeed to present it without 


ently and very 
’ many authors would have had the 


prejudice Not 


courage to face such a task and very few would 
have been so conscientious in attention to every 
detail of collection and composition, It would 
be too much to expect of Dr Beale that he 
could remain cold, dispassionate and absolutely 


a situation which 


objective in his attitude towards 
thought 


constitutes a real menace to freedom of 
in America 

Not everyone will agree with Dr Beale’s con- 
Many will not even accept his premises 
Some will object that the evidence upon which 
he bases some of his statements is not the soundest. 
Re that as it may I can only testify as one 
who has gone over this book in manuscript sentence 
by sentence and has wrestled with the author 
over a thousand different points, that I have noted 
in Dr Beale, along with a great deal for freedom, 
a great reverence for the truth. I do not believe 
that he has ever consciously distorted the evidence 


to justify a conclusion pleasing to himself. On the 
other hand, while he has striven hard to be fair 
minded, Dr Beale, would be the first to agree 
that he clearly has not been strictly objective. 


I doubt whether on such a thorny subject a strictly 
objective narrative could be written. On.» a zealous 
lover of liberty would have had the patience to do 
the enormous amount of research which this book 
has involved, and no zealous lover of liberty could 
have presented the facts which these researches 
have disclosed without some heat.’ Foreword by 
Conyers Read, executive secretary of the American 
Historical Association 


Bingham, W. V. 


Harper. 


Aptitudes and aptitude 


testing. 1937. $3 


Occupational Confer 
which aptitude tests 


Published for the National 
ence. Describes the ways in 
may be used by directors of vocational guidance. 
More important still, such tests are described with 
directions for administering them and interpreting 


results, 
Fediaevsky, Vera. Nursery school and 
y ) 
parent education in Soviet Russia. 1937. 


Kegan Paul. 10s. 6d. 

If the civilization of a country can be measured 
by the care taken of its children, then Russia must 
be the most civilized country in the world This 
hook offers a staggering conception of what the care 
of children can be In matter-of-fact fashion, the 
author describes the new creche and nursery schools 
as though it were nothing that in a country which 
7) years ago had but 14 kindergartens, there are 
now five million children under eight in such insti 
tutions Summer playgrounds, the simplest play 
rooms, the most up-to-date and well-equipped nursery, 
are all described Patty Smith Hill collaborated in 
doing the book 


Kilpatrick, W. H., ed. The teacher and 
society. Appleton-Century. 1937. $2.50 
The first yearbook of the new John Dewey Society 
Some topics treated are The economic status of 
teachers, Freedom of teaching, How surrounding 
conditions keep teachers from pursuing the 
aim, 


Lloyd, F. S. & others. 
W. B. Saunders. 1937. 
The 28,000 accidents and resulting loss of 100,000 
school days which this book describes suggests 
Dangers in athletics as a more exact title. There 
are, however, safety suggestions and precautions as 
to control and management, as well as directions for 
treating the wounded! 
National Education Association. Educa- 


tional Policies Commission. Unique func- 


socia 


Safety in athletics. 


22 9c 
99.29 


tion of education in American democracy. 
Washington. 1937. 50c 
The distinguished members of the commission have 
had the help of Dr Charles A. Beard in the drafting 
of this report. Two especially timely topics treated 
are Liberty in education and Education and partisan 
politics. 
a 


Magazine Will Consider 
Problems of Childhood 


The National Committee for Mental Hygiene 
has resumed publication of the magazine Un- 
derstanding the Child 
from 1931 through 1935 by the Massachusetts 
Society for Mental Henry B. 
Elkind is editor and 
board representing the National Committee for 
Mental Canadian National 
Committee for Mental Hygiene. It will be the 
publish 


which was published 
Hygiene. Dr 


there is a new editorial 


Hygiene and the 


policy of the magazine to articles 
dealing with the practical aspects of the mental 
health problems of childhood, particularly from 
the standpoint of the classroom teacher. 


— 


All Pupils in Brantwood 


School Work on Project 
The Hall School at 
has been conducting a project during the present 


Brantwood Bronxville 


term in which the entire school is engaged. 
This project is based upon the legends of the 
Holy Grail. All departments of the 
have worked on For example, in 


both the 


school 
this theme. 
the music department the pupils of 
upper and lower schools have become familiar 
with the motives of one of Wagner's operas 
The study will reach its climax with a pageant 
to be held the last week in May in the outdoor 


theater of the school. 
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Department Issues Rules for Bus Drivers 


Safety regulations for drivers and pupils 
have recently been formulated by the Depart- 
ment and printed for distribution to school 
officials and to drivers of school busses in an 
effort to promote the safety of pupils while 
being transported to and from school. The 


regulations follow: 


Qualifications of Drivers 


Minimum age. Al! drivers of school trans- 
portation conveyances must be at least 21 years 
of age. 

Maximum age. There is no stated maxi- 
mum age limit. It is expected, however, that 
all drivers of school transportation conveyances 
will be well within the active period of life. 


Physical fitness. All drivers of school 
transportation conveyances must be free from 
physical defects that would tend to lessen their 
ability to operate a vehicle safely under the con- 
ditions incident to the particular route. 


Required licenses. Each driver of a motor 
vehicle conveying school children over a strictly 
rural route must have an operator's license to 
operate such motor vehicle. 

Each driver of a motor vehicle 
school children over any route that 
city must have a chauffeur’s license. 

Character requirement. The driver of a 
vehicle for the transportation of school children 
must be of good moral character and thoroughly 
reliable. 


Custody of children. In view of the fact 
that transported children are, by the very nature 
of the situation, in the custody of the driver, 
all drivers of school transportation vehicles are 
expected to be tactful in the management of 
children. 


Rules affecting pupils. Drivers must not 
allow pupils to enter or leave a bus while it is 
in motion, 

Drivers are held responsible for 
behavior of pupils in transit. 

Drivers must not allow pupils to thrust their 
heads or arms out of open windows. 

In cases where it is necessary for pupils to 
cross a highway-in order to board a bus or after 
leaving a bus, such pupils should await signal 
from the driver before crossing such highway. 
It shall be the responsibility of the driver to 
ascertain that the highway is clear before 
signaling the pupils to cross. 

Gas tanks are never to be filled while pupils 
are in the bus. 


conveying 
enters a 


reasonable 


Driving rules. Drivers must obey all 
traffic laws and regulations 
Drivers must observe all traffic signs and 


signals. 


Drivers must make a full stop at all railroad 
crossings and at state highways before crossing. 
(See subdivision 18, section 206, Education 
Law, amended by Laws of 1929, chapter 256.) 

Drivers must make a full stop and give 
warning before making a left-hand turn 

Drivers must not leave motor vehicles without 
first stopping the motor and setting the emer- 
gency brakes. 


State Training Ship Will 
Make Foreign Cruise 


The “Empire State,” training ship of the 


New York State Merchant Marine Academy, 
will leave on its annual foreign cruise on 
May 24th and will return to its base at Fort 

on September 2d. The cruise will 


Schuyler 
154 boys enrolled in the academy to 
Bermuda, Rico, Amsterdam, Holland, 
and Dover, England. On the return of the ship 
in September, the cadets will be on leave until 


take the 
Puerto 


October Ist, when the senior class will be 
graduated and a new class will enter the 

academy. 
The New York State Merchant Marine 
trains men for the United 


\cademy young 


States merchant marine. Upon graduation the 
licensed as third third 
Captain J. H. Tomb, super- 
intendent of the academy, declares that 
the rapid development of the United 
merchant marine, opportunities for 
employment in this service are offered to young 
the proper training and the 
leadership, alertness, 
good health, Employment awaits 
the academy, he explains, but they 


cadets are mates or 


assistant engineers. 
with 
States 
excellent 
men possessing 
qualifications of person- 


ality and 
graduates of 
must serve in a subordinate 
months before assuming the responsibilities of 
officers. The average rate of pay of members 
of the latest graduating class was $80 a month, 


capacity for a few 


plus subsistence. 

entering class of next 
August 15th. All appli 
have a high 


Applications for the 
fall are to be made by 
cants for entrance are required to 
Full information 
may be obtained by applying to 
New York State Merchant 
80 Centre street, New York 


school education regarding 
the academy 
the Secretary, 
Marine Academy, 


City. 
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Library Finds Teachers Are 
Most Delinquent of Borrowers 


School teachers are the most delinquent in 
returning books borrowed from the New York 
State Library, according to a statement in the 
119th Annual Report of the State Library. In 
a discussion of the difficulties which the State 
Library experiences in lending books throughout 
the State, this following 
paragraph : 


report contains the 


Delinquent borrowers are common to all 
libraries, and much space need not be devoted 
to them here, except sadly to refer to the 
almost unbelievable amount of time and effort 
expended in carrying the records, handling them 
periodically, and writing numerous letters of 
reminder before any attention is paid them. 
The State Library has always had a generous 
policy, exacting no penalties and charging no 
fines. Some system must be devised, however, 
to eliminate the difficulty experienced in the 
past. It will be a cause for regret if privileges 
have to be withdrawn from those who value 
them because a minority, but still a large num- 
ber of persons, prove to be without responsi- 
bility. Borrowers with poorest records are 
school teachers, a fact which causes greater 
concern when their influence on the rising gen- 
eration is taken into consideration. It seems 
reasonable to expect this class of borrowers to 
excel others in appreciation of library privileges 
and scrupulous attention to library regulations. 


——)——— 


Grade Examination Dates 
Are June 9th and 10th 


The district superintendents’ grade examina- 
tions, for fifth, sixth and seventh grade pupils, 
are scheduled for June 9th and 10th. They 
will include tests in arithmetic, spelling, English. 
silent reading, elementary science, health, social 
studies (fifth and sixth grades), seventh grade 
United States history and an optional test in 
elementary agriculture and homemaking. No 
examination will be offered in fifth and sixth 
grade geography. 

Each set of 
papers in silent reading and ten papers in the 


examinations will include ten 
social studies. 
a 

The new junior high school and elementary 
school at Hunter, which is a unit of the Hunter- 
Tannersville Central School District, was dedi- 
cated on April 16th. Surton H. Belknap, 
associate in the Rural Education Division of the 
Department, gave the principal address. 
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Loan Fund Will Honor 
Victims of Texas Disaster 


L. A. Woods, state superintendent of schools 
of Texas, has notified Commissioner of Educa- 
tion Frank P. creation of a 
foundation in the loan and 
scholarship fund to educate needy and ambitious 
The founda- 
as a memorial to the teachers 


Graves, of the 
form of a student 


students throughout the Nation. 
tion is planned 
and pupils who lost their lives in the recent 
Contribu- 
Warren, 


school disaster at London, Texas. 


tions are being accepted by Sam 
treasurer, London School Memorial Association, 
First State Bank, Overton, Texas. 


—— 


Notes from the Field 

H. W. Childs, a representative of a book 
publishing company in New York State for 
died on April 13th at his 
home in Syracuse. The New York 
State bookmen by virtue of his long service, 
Mr Childs was widely known and respected by 
Before 


more than 50 years, 
dean of 


his colleagues and school officials. 
entering the textbook business, he was a school 
commissioner in Tioga county. 

— a 


The Binghamton board of education has ap- 
pointed William M. Bush, now principal of the 
Lansdowne (Pennsylvania) High School, as 
principal of the Binghamton High School. He 
McEwan, recently appointed 
assistant superintendent of schools in Bingham- 
ton. Mr Bush boys at the 
Binghamton High School for five years, and 
take the 


succeeds Lee J. 


was dean of 
left Binghamton two years ago to 
Pennsylvania position. 

op 
Tuckahoe 
held on 


The new junior high school in 
was formally dedicated at 


April 30th. 


exercises 


ae Maes 
Ray P. Snyder, Director of the Rural Edu- 
cation Division of the Department, gave the 
principal address at the dedication of the new 
central school at Spencer on April 16th. 


—-<l-—— 


A centennial celebration of the granting of 
a charter to the Windsor schools in 1837, will 
be held during the first week of August. It 
will be sponsored by the alumni of the schools. 
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